NLS Newsl etter, |ssue #100

Rel ease of the 1998 NLSY79 Data

The 1998 mai n and geocode versions of the NLSY79 data are
currently available fromthe Bureau of Labor Statistics; work
hi story data will be released in January 2000. The data are
avai |l abl e on conpact discs and include information gathered
during all 18 interviews conducted since 1979.

During the | atest survey, information was collected from
8,399 nenbers of the NLSY79 cohort, or 84.3 percent of the
respondents remaining eligible for interview The 1998 survey
repeated all core NLSY79 nodules. As it has each year, this
survey contained a detailed |abor force section based on the
Current Popul ation Survey (CPS). In addition, respondents who
reported working since the date of last interview conpleted a
guestionnaire on each enployer in the enployer supplenents. The
1998 survey al so continued nodul es on education, fertility,
chil dcare, inconme, assets, programparticipation, and training.

There were, however, sone changes between the 1996 and 1998
surveys. Questions were added to the marriage section to coll ect
i nformati on about the nunber of marriages a respondent’s spouse
has had and the quality of the respondent’s relationships. The

1998 survey al so included a self-adm nistered drug suppl enent
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t hat asked about use of cigarettes, marijuana, cocaine, crack
cocai ne, sedatives, and barbiturates.

The |l argest addition to the 1998 survey was a series of
heal th questions for respondents age 40 and ol der. This section
asked a series of questions about the foll ow ng:

The health and life status of the respondent’s parents

The respondent’s general perception of his or her health

The respondent’s enotional health in the past 4 weeks

Whet her health status interfered with daily activities

Whet her the respondent has various health problens, such as

heart probl ens, cancer, diabetes, etc.
How nmuch tine is spent on health care activities

Whet her the respondent has problens with eyesi ght or

heari ng

These new heal th questions provide researchers with
baseline informati on about respondents’ health as respondents

approach m ddl e age.

Interviewer Effects. Many researchers are interested in know ng
whet her--or how nuch--interviewers affect respondents’ answers.
To enabl e researchers to investigate these questions, the 1998
NLSY79 data release, for the first time, contains additiona

i nformati on about interviewers. This new set of variables

presents information on each interviewer’s characteristics and
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enabl es researchers to link the interviewers to specific
respondents. Information on the characteristics of NLSY79
interviewers cones fromthe National Opinion Research Center’s
(NORC) interviewer characteristic files, which are called the
| SI S dat abase.

These new interviewer variables are currently provided for
survey years 1979-96; 1998 data will be included on the 2000
data release. The following ISIS variabl es are avail abl e:
Interviewer ID;, the nunber of tinmes this interviewer has already
interviewed the respondent; the interviewer’s race, sex, age,
and educational |evel; the amount of tinme the interviewer has
wor ked at NORC, any | anguages other than English spoken by the
interviewer; a flag identifying if the interviewer was ever
termnated; and the |ast known pay rate (in U S. dollars per
hour) for the interviewer. For surveys from 1981 to 1985, two
addi tional variables are avail able: the nunber of NORC surveys
the interviewer worked on during the cal endar year and the
nunber of hours spent interview ng during the cal endar year.
(Researchers should consult appendix 17 in the NLSY79 Codebook

Suppl enment for nore information on | SIS data.)

CD- ROVs and Docunentation. The 1998 NLSY79 data are presented on
three separate CD-ROM sets. In addition to the data, each CD ROM

cont ai ns docunmentation and search and retri eval software. The



NLSY79 1979-98 main file two-disk set includes the data
collected in the 1998 survey described above, as well as a
nunber of other created variables. This file also contains al
data and created variables from previ ous survey rounds, so
researchers can easily exam ne the |ongitudinal record of a
respondent.

The geocode CD set contains the sane survey data and
created variables as the main file for all survey rounds, and it
al so hol ds detail ed geographi c data describing the respondents’
resi dences. Access to this sensitive information is restricted,;
NLS researchers nust satisfactorily conplete an accessing
agreenent and follow security procedures as outlined by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). Interested researchers should
contact Rita Jain at BLS for details. (See the back page of this
newsl etter for contact information.)

Finally, the NLSY79 work history CD summari zes the work
experiences of NLSY79 respondents from January 1, 1978, through
the 1998 interview date. The week-by-week | ongitudi nal work
record for each respondent is arranged into three separate
arrays, providing information about the respondent’s |abor force
status, dual job status, and hours worked. The CD al so contains
j ob-specific data, such as industry and occupation for up to
five jobs for each respondent, as well as identification

vari abl es, so researchers can link work history data to the
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respondent’s main file record. The work history file is now a
single CD

Suppl enent al docunents, such as questionnaires and
interviewer reference manuals, are distributed with each CD ROV
Al so available to researchers is the 1999 edition of the NLSY79
User’'s Cuide. This guide explains the selection of the NLSY79
sanpl e, describes the contents of the data set, and provides
hel pful information for researchers using the data. The 1999
edition updates the previous NLSY79 guide with infornmation about
the 1998 survey and includes new topical sections on health,
fertility, and item nonresponse.

Researchers interested in purchasing the main file data,
work history CD, NLSY79 User’s Cuide, or any acconpanying
docunent ati on should contact NLS User Services. As nentioned
above, users interested in the geocode CD ROM shoul d cont act
Rita Jain at BLS. Contact information for both NLS User Services

and BLS is provided on the back of this newsletter.

Spouse and Partner History for Mal e NLSY79 Respondents

Now avail able to users are data on the marital and cohabitation
hi stories of mal e NLSY79 respondents. This supplenental file is

avai |l able at no charge on a diskette that can be |linked to the
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NLSY79 main data file. This information is currently provided
for spouses and opposite-sex partners only.

This new data set permts users to track partner and spouse
continuity across survey rounds. The file is constructed so
researchers can identify whether a given male respondent is
living with the sanme opposite-sex partner or spouse as at any
other interview date, or whether a new partner or spouse is
present. In addition to providing a sinple count of the nunber
of spouses and opposite-sex partners, these data permt
researchers to examne the length and continuity of
rel ati onships. The marital or cohabitation history data can al so
be connected to information (e.g., education, enploynent, age)
collected during the regular interviews about each spouse or
part ner.

Users shoul d note, however, that the data are based only on
spouses or partners actually residing with a respondent at the
time of an interview. If a respondent began and ended a narri age
or cohabitation period between surveys, that spouse or partner
w Il not appear in this data file. Prelimnary investigations by
survey staff indicate that only a nodest nunber of relationships
are mssed in this way. Sone information about spouses who enter
and exit between rounds can be found by exam ning the marital

hi story and transition questions asked during each interview.



Thi s spouse and partner history was constructed through
exam nation of the nane of the respondent’s spouse or partner at
each survey date. Nanes of nenbers of the respondent’s househol d
are confidential and not released to the public. This speci al
data set, which replaces nanes with identification nunbers,
allows us to provide information about relationship continuity
patterns, w thout violating confidentiality constraints.

In addition to the spouse and partner data, a supplenentary
roommate file identifies female adults of the opposite sex who
were not partners or spouses at particular survey points but who
did appear as a spouse or partner for at |east one survey point.
To date, these household residents have included in-I|aws,
boarders, and various other unrelated adults. This additional
file enables researchers to build a nore detailed picture of a

respondent’ s residential history.

Child and Young Adult 1998 Prelimnary Data Rel ease

The 1998 NLSY79 child and young adult prelimnary data rel ease
is now avail able. This CD-ROM contains the unedited child and
young adult data collected in 1998. It also provides the ful
set of 1998 child assessnment scores and child sanpling weights,

as well as copies of the field instrunents used in the
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collection of the data. The prelimnary rel ease does not include
information fromany of the rounds preceding 1998. However,
extracts can be linked to prior rounds of main NLSY79 or child
or young adult data.

The 1998 child sanple includes all children under the age
of 15 (as of Decenber 31, 1998) born to NLSY79 fenale
respondents interviewed in 1998. Information about 4,924
children was collected in the child and nother suppl enents,
simlar to the instruments used since 1986. In 1998, sone 2, 144
young adults (children ages 15 to 20) conpleted an NLSY79-style
interview that asked about their social, econom c, denographic,
and psychol ogi cal attitudes; attributes; and behavi ors.

The final 1986-98 NLSY79 child and young adult CD,
including all data from previous rounds, wll be available in
the spring of 2000. The final release will contain a w de range
of created variabl es; acconpanyi ng docunentation will include a
user’s guide and a set of young adult appendi xes. A docunent
entitled The 1998 NLSY79 Child Assessnents: Selected Tables is
currently available in paper formfrom NLS User Services.

The prelimnary release is available from NLS User
Services. (See the back of this newsletter for contact

i nformation.)



Usi ng the NLSY97 Househol d and Non- Resi dent Rosters

Round 1 of the NLSY97 survey included the adm nistration of
three separate survey instrunents in the respondent’s househol d:
The screener, household roster, and non-resident roster
guestionnaire; the youth questionnaire; and the parent
gquestionnaire. This survey design resulted in the collection of
a |l arge amount of val uabl e data about the nmenbers of the youth
respondent’ s household and certain non-resident relatives of the
yout h. However, the existence of three separate instruments and
the fact that they may have been adm nistered to three different
househol d nmenbers nmakes using these data a conpl ex task.
Understanding the way the data were coll ected and organi zed into
rosters is the key to effective research based on the roster

dat a.

This article first defines a nunber of inportant concepts
related to the collection of household and non-resident relative
information in round 1. It then describes the types of
rel ati onshi p and househol d data coll ected and explains howto
use these variables to exam ne characteristics of household

menbers and non-resident relatives. Finally, it discusses how



researchers can tie together information fromthe various survey

i nstrunments and across survey rounds.

Definitions

Most househol d i nformati on was col |l ected during the
adm ni stration of the screener, household roster, and non-
resident roster questionnaire. This instrunent, which was used
to identify youths eligible for the NLSY97, gathered information
about each household resident. This part of the survey al so
asked questions about certain non-resident relatives of the
NLSY97-el i gi bl e youths, including biological, step-, and
adoptive parents and biol ogical children. An adult househol d
menber, referred to as the household i nformant, answered the
questions in this section of the NLSY97.

During the course of the conputer-assisted personal
interview (CAPl), a nunber of rosters, or matrices of data, are
constructed. These rosters organi ze answers to one or nore
guestions on a given subject. In the case of the screener,
househol d roster, and non-resident roster questionnaire, rosters
are used to organi ze information collected fromthe househol d
i nformant. Researchers can then use the information on the
rosters in their anal yses.

The matrices of data are also used later during the

interviewitself. Rosters are often presented to the
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interviewers as lists of information that are used to verify
data. For exanple, the youth roster (information about the
respondent collected during the screener interview) is used
during the youth survey to verify that the information is
accurate. Rosters may al so be used as a choice |list from which
one of the subjects on the roster is chosen as the answer to a
survey question. For exanple, respondents who reported an
internship during adm nistration of the youth questionnaire were
presented with a list of enployers they had already reported and
asked to choose the one wth whomthey served the internship.
Two rosters were created during the adm nistration of the
round 1 screener, household roster, and non-resident roster
questionnaire. The first, the household roster, includes
information for all current residents of the respondent’s
per manent househol d. For easy identification on the CD-ROM al
el emrents of the household roster were assigned question nanes
that begin with HHI2_. (The HH 2 roster was actually the second
sort of this information; a prelimnary first sort, HH 1,
contains no additional information and is not released to the
public.) The second key roster is the non-resident roster, which
presents information about certain non-resident relatives of the
youth. Al of the non-resident roster variables have question

names that begin with NONHH _.
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Usi ng the screener data, two additional rosters were then
created and transferred to the youth and parent questionnaires.
The youth and parent rosters essentially nodify the househol d
and non-resident rosters with the NLSY97 youth respondent as the
focus. For exanple, one itemon both new rosters identifies the
NLSY97 youth’s biological nother. New rosters were created
instead of sinply reusing the HH 2 data, because there may be
nore than one youth and nore than one responding parent in a
gi ven househol d. (See the NLSY97 User’s Guide for details about
mul ti pl e respondent househol ds.)

The youth roster includes information specific to the
NLSY97-eligible youth, as well as data collected regarding the
youth’'s parents. Many of the roster itens are later verified and
corrected, if necessary, during the youth interview Al itens
on the youth roster have question nanes begi nning with YOUTH. .
Simlarly, the parent roster is created using screener,
househol d roster, and non-resident roster questionnaire data
about the youth respondent and the responding parent; it is
updated during the parent interview The question nanes of
parent roster itenms begin with PARYOUTH . Users should note that
this parent roster is created only if a parent interviewis
conduct ed.

Figure 1 provides a pictorial representation of how the

rosters descri bed above are created and used.
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Figure 1.

Creation of

rosters based on NLSY97 screener data

Screener, Househiold Roster, and Non-Resident Roster (uestionndire

Household (HHI2) Roster

Non-Resident (NONHHI) Roster

Raw data collection: The household informant
answers questions about each member of the
household. The raw data are organized into a
preliminary roster.

Raw data collection: The household informant
answers questions about each non-resident relative
of MLS Y97 yvouth respondents.

4

Roster sort: The CAPI program reorders the list
of household members according to predetermined
criteria (age and survey elimbility).

r

r

Roster creation: The CAPI program creates a
roster of household members using the data
collected sbove. Foster itemn question names begin
with HHIZ.

Roster creation: The CAPI program creates a
roster of non-resident rel atives using the data
collected abowe. Roster itemn question names begin
with NONHHI

Youth Questionnaire

r

FParent Questionnaire

r

YOUTH Rostar: The CAPI program creates a
new roster with the youth respondent as the focus.
This rosterincludes information from both the
HHIZ and NOMHHI rosters. Many roster items are
verified and corrected in the Youth Cuestionnaire.

PARYOUTH Roster: The CAPI program creates
anew roster with the youth respondent as the
focus Thizroster incudes information from both
the HHI2 and NOMNHHI rosters. Many roster items
are verfied and corrected 1n the Parsat
Cesticmnaire.

Users should be aware that nuch of the information
contained in the rosters actually appears in the data set nore
first be included at

than once. As figure 1 suggests, data wl|

the point in the interview when the information was actually
col l ected. For exanple, screener question SE-28 asked the
househol d informant for the date of birth of each househol d
menber. After all the information had been gathered, the
conputer sorted the answers and created the rosters descri bed

above. The date of birth information collected in SE-28, for
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exanple, is now located in the HH 2_DOB. xx questions in the
househol d roster. If there were errors in the original answers
and the youth respondent or respondi ng parent provided corrected
information, the roster itens were often changed to reflect the
up-to-date information. However, the original answers to the
survey questions—the raw data—+emai n uncorrect ed.

Survey staff strongly recomend that researchers use the
roster information whenever possible, as it is corrected and
easier to use than the raw data. Roster itens can be identified
t hrough their unique question nanes as descri bed above. The
primary area of interest for these variables is called roster

itemand (ROS I TEM appears in the variable titles.

Usi ng the househol d roster
The rosters organi ze | arge anounts of data for use by
researchers. The follow ng types of information are contained in

t he househol d roster:

Age, date of birth, gender, race, ethnicity, enploynent
status, enrollnent status, highest grade conpleted, and
marital status of each househol d nenber

The rel ationship of each household nenber to all other
househol d nenbers

| D nunber of each househol d nenber (line nunber on the
round 1 househol d roster)

Uni que | D nunber of each househol d nenber (for |inking
across survey rounds)

Fl ags indi cati ng whet her each household nenber is eligible
to participate in the survey or the rel ated ASVAB

adm ni stration (See chapter 3 of the NLSY97 User’s Quide.)
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A flag indicating whether a given household nenber was the
househol d i nf or mant

Vari abl es |inking the household nenber ID fromthe HH 2

roster to the household nmenber’s position in the pre-sorted

raw dat a
The size of the household roster is determ ned by the NLSY97
household with the | argest nunber of residents and is not
l[imted to any specific nunber by the survey program In round
1, up to 16 residents are presented on the household roster.

A key variable in the household roster is the ID nunber of
t he household nenmber (HHI 2 _ID. xx). The .xx indicates that this
variable is repeated for each househol d nenber, beginning with
HH 2 I D. 01, HHI 2_I1D. 02, and so on. This variable identifies the
i ne nunber of the household nenber on the HH 2 roster. For
exanple, if the NLSY97-eligible youth is listed first on the
roster (that is, has a value of 1 for the variable HH 2_ID.01),
then all other HH 2 variables that refer to household nenber 1
contain informati on about the youth. If the youth's father is
second on the roster, or has a value of 2 for the variable
HH 2 I D.02, then his information is presented in the HH 2
vari ables referring to household nenber 2.

Users shoul d be aware that the I D nunbers were assigned in
a specific order. The household informant reported information
about household nenbers in no particular order. After the raw
data were collected, the youths eligible for the survey were
pl aced at the top of the list of residents. If there was nore
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than one eligible youth, they are listed fromoldest to
youngest. No househol d has nore than five youth respondents, so
no youth respondent has a household I D nunber higher than 5.
After listing the NLSY97-eligible youths, the CAPlI program
sorted everyone else in the household from ol dest to youngest.
Therefore, if an older relative, such as a grandparent, lived in
t he household, he or she will be listed next, followed in nost
cases by the youth's parents, and then any siblings not eligible
for the survey. Any other household nenbers will be m ngled
wi th parents and siblings according to their ages.

The rel ati onship variables on the househol d roster provide
i nformati on about the relationship of every household nenber to
every ot her househol d nenber. For exanple, consider a household
with three nenbers: The respondent (1D nunber 1), his father (ID
nunber 3), and his grandnother (ID nunber 2). The resulting

rel ati onship variables are depicted in table 1
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Table 1. Exanple structure of the NLSY97 HH 2 rel ati onship data
Li ne (1D
nunber 1 2 3
HH 2_REL1. 01 HH 2_REL1. 02 HHI 2_REL1. 03
1 relationship of 1 to 1: |relationship of 1 to relationship of 1 to

sanpl e menber?

2: grandson

3. son

HH 2_REL2. 01

HH 2_REL2. 02

HH 2_REL2. 03

2 relationship of 2 to 1: |relationship of 2 to relationship of 2 to
pat er nal grandnot her 2: sanple nmenber? 3: not her
HH 2_REL3. 01 HH 2_REL3. 02 HHI 2_REL3. 03

3 relationship of 3 to 1: |relationship of 3 to relationship of 3 to

f at her

2. son

3: sanple nenber?

1 Al though the code indicates sanple nenber due to programming

consi der ati ons,
nmean that all
and t hese vari abl es cannot

not

these variables sinply nmean a rel ationship of self.
t hree househol d nenbers are menbers of the NLSY97 sanpl e,
be used to identify sanple nmenbers.

By exam ning the relationship vari abl es,

identify al

Thi s does

researchers can

peopl e in the household with a particular

relationship to the NLSY97 youth respondent or to each other.

For exanpl e,
siblings of the NLSY97 youth respondent.

househol d nenber

section

a user

of this article),

m ght want to count the nunber of

After

r esi dent

i dentifying which
is the youth respondent (described in the final

the user can | ook at each of the

rel ati onship variables for that nenber and see which have a code

of brother or sister.

of 1,

vari ables for the relationship of nenber

to nmenber 3, nenber

code of

13 (sister) or

of the youth respondent.

14 (brother)

1 to nenber 4, and so on

is a full

17

bi ol ogi cal

| f the youth respondent has an | D nunber
the researcher would wite a programthat checked the
1 to nmenber 2, nenber 1

Each nenber with a

si bling




Researchers should note that the relationship codes in the
househol d roster have been substantially revised since the
rel ease of the round 1 data. Rel ationships involving NLSY97
yout h respondents were given top priority; sone relationships
bet ween ot her househol d nenbers were updated in the process.
Survey staff place greater confidence in the accuracy of codes
for rel ationships involving youth respondents than for those
i nvol vi ng ot her househol d nmenbers. The new househol d
rel ati onship data are now available as an ASCII file and wll be
i ncluded on the next data release. It is inportant to note that
the variables are not provided in the sane order in the ASCI
file as they were on the original CD;, researchers should be
careful to match up the question nanmes before proceeding with
anal ysis. To obtain these data, contact NLS User Services, or
consult issue 99 of the NLS News for nore information.

In addition to relationship codes for each nenber of the
househol d, the household roster includes variables that identify
specific types of relationshi ps anong househol d nenbers. For
each househol d nmenber, these variables provide the |ID nunber of
t hat person’s biol ogical nother, biological father, and spouse
or partner if they also live in the househol d. However, survey
staff strongly recomend that users create their own vari abl es
using the corrected relationship data. The corrected data are

not reflected in the roster variables HH 2_DADI D. xx,
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HHI 2_MOM D. xx, HHI 2_SPOUSEI D. xx, and HHI 2_PARTNERI D. xx. (An

update of these variables is planned for the next data rel ease.)

Usi ng the non-resident roster

The non-resident roster is simlar to—but sonmewhat sinpler than—
t he household roster. Although the non-resident roster is not
sorted in any particul ar manner, each person about whom
information is collected appears at the sane point in the roster
for each item Thus, researchers can easily identify the key
characteristics of a given non-resident relative.

Different types of information were collected about non-
resident relatives, depending on their relationship to the
youth, as depicted in table 2. Because the only relationship
variable in this roster identifies the relationship of the non-
resident to the youth, researchers do not need to go through the
process necessary with the household roster to extract

relationship information.
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Table 2. Data coll ected for

round 1

non-r esi dent

rel atives

i n NLSY97

Rel ati onshi p

Sex

Race

Age

Marit al
st at us

Educati ona
st at us

Enpl oynent
st at us

Bi ol ogi cal
par ent

*

*

*

*

*

Adoptive parent?

St eppar ent !

Ful | -sibling®

Hal f - si bl i ng®

Spouse of youth

Chi I dren of * *
yout h*

* %X ooN
* % o X

Y'nformation on non-resident stepparents or adoptive parents is
collected only if those parents live with one of the youth' s biol ogica
parents.

2Al t hough not col lected directly, sex can be inferred fromthe
rel ati onshi p codes.

SData on full- and half-siblings are gathered only if they do not
with either of the youth’s non-resident biological parents. Siblings co-
resident with the youth appear on the household roster

“This information is collected only if the NLSY97 youth is age 14 or
ol der.

live

Li nking the rosters to other data
| f researchers only want to investigate characteristics of
househol d nmenbers or non-resident relatives, using the rosters
sinply requires exam ning the nunbered variables related to the
| D nunber of a given househol d nmenber or non-resident. However,
many research topics require linking variables fromthe
househol d and non-resident rosters to other data collected
during the parent and youth portions of the survey. The nost
common procedure is identification of the youth respondent,
respondi ng parent, and househol d i nformant.

The youth respondent can be identified by using R05334.
(YOUTH ID.01). This variable provides the |ine nunber of the
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yout h respondent on the round 1 household roster. For exanple,
if the value of R05334. is 1, the youth’s ID nunber for the
househol d roster is 1. Al information about household nmenmber 1
on the roster pertains to the youth. If the value of R05334. is
2, then HH 2 roster information about househol d nenber 2
pertains to the youth, and so on. As noted above, no NLSY97
yout h respondent has an I D nunber higher than 5, so researchers
who just want youth information will only need to exam ne data
for the first five nenbers on the househol d roster.

The parent roster (PARYOQUTH) also contains a variable with
the youth I D nunber on the household roster. However,
researchers are advised to use the youth roster vari abl e,
because it was created during the youth interview.

| dentification of the responding parent requires a simlar
process. Researchers shoul d use vari abl e R07350.
(PARYQUTH_PARENTI D), which gives the I D nunber of the parent
selected to be the responding parent at the end of the screener
interview. This nunber can be used in the sanme way as the youth
I D to exam ne information about the respondi ng parent. However,
this variable was not updated during the interview, if a
different parent than the one originally selected responded to
the survey. Researchers shoul d obtain the updated version of
PARYOUTH _PARENTI D, currently avail able on the NLS User Services

ftp site. This variable is contained in the same ASCI| file as
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the corrected relationship data nentioned above. (Contact NLS
User Services or consult issue 99 of the NLS News for nore
i nformation.)

Users should note that the youth roster also contains an ID
variable called ID of R 01 Resp Parent identifying the parent
selected to respond to the parent questionnaire at the end of
the screener adm nistration. However, because this variable is
based solely on the screener and does not contain any updated
information fromthe parent questionnaire, researchers are
advi sed not to use this variable to identify the respondi ng
parent .

Finally, the household informant is fairly easy to
identify. Variable R05381. (I NFORMANT!I D) provides the
identification nunber of the informant. As wth the parent and
the youth, this nunber is the position of the informant on the
househol d (HHI 2) roster.

Researchers often want to identify key relatives of the
NLSY97 youth. For exanple, a user mght want to determ ne which
househol d nmenber is the spouse or partner of the responding
parent. Researchers should begin this process by identifying the
| D nunber of the responding parent as descri bed above. The next
step is to look at the HHI 2 rel ati onship variables for that
househol d nenber. Codes of 1 (wife), 2 (husband), and 69

(partner) indicate that a given household nenber is the
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respondi ng parent’s spouse or partner. For exanple, if the
respondi ng parent is nunber 3, the user would exam ne the

vari ables for the relationship of nmenber 3 to nenber 1

(HHI 2_REL3.01), nenber 3 to nenber 2 (HH 2_REL3.02), nmenber 3 to
menber 4 (HH 2_REL3.04), and so on. If nenber 4 had a code of 2,
then he woul d be the respondi ng parent’s husband.

| dentifying the parents of the youth who were not
respondi ng parents requires a simlar process. In this case, the
researcher would first determne the |ID nunber of the NLSY97
youth on the HH 2 roster and then exam ne the relationship
vari ables for the youth. Codes 3-10 indicate various parental
relationships. If the desired relationship is not found on the
HH 2 roster, the next step is to examne the relationship
vari abl es on the non-resident (NONHHI ) roster. For exanple, the
youth’s biol ogical father may not reside in the househol d. None
of the HHI 2 rel ationship variables for the youth would have a
code of 4, but one of the NONHH rel ationship variables would
have a value of 4. This person would be the youth’s biol ogical
f at her.

Users should note that there are a nunber of |ID variables
in the round 1 data that identify the ID nunber of the youth’s
bi ol ogi cal, adoptive, step-, or foster parents on the household
and non-resident rosters (e.g., YOUTH ADOPDADI D. 01,

YOUTH_MOM D. 01, YOUTH _NRDADI D. 01). However, these variables are
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based on the original relationship codes and have not been
updated to reflect revised informati on. Researchers using the
round 1 data must create their own ID variables, using the
process described above and the revised HH 2 rel ati onship data
avai l able from NLS User Services. Survey staff plan to update

these ID variables for the round 2 data rel ease.

Househol d information in future surveys

Many researchers want to exam ne changes in the youth’s
househol d over time. To facilitate this type of research, each
NLSY97 survey will include questions about the nenbers of the
respondent’s household. As in round 1, these data wll be
organi zed in a roster format.

During round 1, each nenber of the youth’s household and
person on the youth’s non-resident roster was assigned a uni que
| D code that will remain constant across survey rounds. This ID
code is different than the line nunber ID referred to throughout
the rest of this article. Unique IDs are contained in questions
HH 2_UI D. 01-HHI 2_UI D. 16 on the round 1 househol d roster and
NONHHI _UI D. 01-NONHHI _UI D. 23 on the round 1 non-resident roster.
The unique ID code allows users to identify a given househol d

menber in nore than one survey round.
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Little Known Variables in the NLS: R sk Tol erance

Know ng whet her a person enjoys taking risks, is risk neutral,
or avoids risks permts a deeper understandi ng of various |abor
mar ket deci sions. For exanple, individuals with a |ow tol erance
for risk would probably seek out conpani es expected to have
steadi er long-term enpl oynent structures and stable incone
prospects, such as positions in government or with | arge
corporations. Conversely, individuals with a high tol erance for
risk would likely | ook for conpanies with | ess steady enpl oynent
prospects but increased chances for high inconme, such as
positions in start-up conpani es. R sk tol erance not only affects
| abor market choices; but it is also an influence in inportant
deci sions involving savings, fertility, and m gration.
Respondents in both the NLSY79 and Children of the NLSY79
have answered questions regarding their tolerance for risk. This
article examnes these little-known and little-used risk

t ol erance questions.

NLSY79. In the 1993 NLSY79 survey, respondents were asked a

series of questions (R43958. to R43960.) whose answers provide
an indicator of the individual’'s level of risk tolerance. The
first question asked the respondents to suppose they were the

only one earning incone in the famly and that they held a good

25



j ob that was guaranteed to give themtheir current incone every
year for life. Then, the respondents were asked if they would
take a new, equally good job if this new job had a 50-percent
chance that it would double the famly’ s incone and a 50-percent
chance that it would cut the famly’'s income by one-third. |If a
respondent answered that he or she would take the new job, the
second question repeated the choice. This tinme, however, the
second part of the risk statenment was a 50-percent chance the
new job mght cut incone by half. Conversely, if the respondent
answered that he or she would not take the original job offer,

t he proposal was presented again; this second question stated
that the new job had a 50-percent chance it would cut incone by
a less-risky 20 percent.

Usi ng these questions, the 8,6 958 respondents who answered
this set of questions can be classified into 4 risk tol erance
categories: None, low, nedium and high. Individuals who refused
to accept any of the new job offers have no risk tolerance; nore
than 4,100 respondents fall into this category. Those willing to
accept a potential cut in pay of only 20 percent, just over
1, 000 respondents in 1993, have lowrisk tolerance. Cassified
as having nediumrisk tol erance are respondents who were wlling
to accept the chance of a 33-percent cut in pay but not a 50-
percent cut; approximtely 1,500 respondents answered in this

manner. Finally, those willing to accept the possibility of a
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50-percent cut in pay in exchange for a chance at doubling their
sal ary, approximtely 2,250 respondents, are categorized as

having a high-risk tol erance.

NLSY79 Children and Young Adults. A different type of risk
measurenent is found in the questionnaires adm nistered to the
children of female NLSY79 respondents. In 1994, 1996, and 1998,
ri sk measures were asked in both the young adult self-report
bookl et (for children ages 15 and older) and the child self-
adm ni stered suppl enent (for those ages 10-14). In both
gquestionnaires, six questions conprise the risk neasure. Each
question is answered by sel ecting one of four choices: Strongly
di sagree, disagree, agree, or strongly agree.

The nost direct question asks whether the respondent enjoys
taking risks. Anong the children ages 10-14 in 1996, 1,029
respondents di sagreed or strongly disagreed with this statenent,
conpared to 656 who agreed or strongly agreed with it. However,
the 1996 young adults showed a higher desire for risk, wth 715
respondents agreeing and 779 di sagreeing with the statenent.

The other five questions explore areas that are highly

related to risk. These questions are:

Whet her the respondent often gets into jans w thout

t hi nki ng
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Whet her the respondent believes that planning takes the fun
out of things
Whet her the respondent needs a |lot of self-control to keep
out of trouble
Whet her the respondent enjoys new and exciting experiences,
even if they are a little frightening or unusual
Whet her the respondent thinks that life with no danger in
it would be too dull.
Conbi ning the answers to all six questions can provide an

i ndi cator of the anount of risk taken and the anount of caution

exerci sed by each child.

For nore information. The risk tolerance variables in the
NLSY79, NLSY79 children, and young adult surveys can be useful
to researchers studying other topics, such as drug and al cohol
use, that are often associated with risk-taking. An

under standing of a respondent’s risk tolerance may al so provide
insight into other individual choices, such as |abor market
activities, savings decisions, and famly decisions. Interested
users should contact NLS User Services to obtain data or

docunentation for this information.
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Frequent|ly Asked Questions

NLS User Services encourages researchers to contact themwth
guestions and probl ens encountered while accessing and using NLS
data or docunentation. Every effort is nmade to answer these
inquiries. Sone recently asked questions that nay be of general
interest to NLS users are listed belowwth their answers.

(These questions refer to NLSY79 data.)

QL: W want to create a cunul ative neasure of work experience
t hrough the years. W found the variables for weeks worked in
1975, 1976, and 1977 and for each interview year, but we could
not find any information about weeks worked in 1978. Were is

this informati on | ocat ed?

Al: Two NLSY79 variabl es provide information on weeks worked in
1978. The nunber of weeks worked since |last interview variable
(R02153.) collected data for the period January 1, 1978, through
the date of the 1979 interview Additionally, the 1979 variable
R02157. reports information for cal endar year 1978. Both of

t hese variables are found in the KEYVARS area of interest. See
al so the NLSY79 Work History CD, which includes a week-by-week

enpl oynment history beginning wwth January 1, 1978.
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@: | cannot determ ne why an individual would be coded as a
valid skip for the created variable “Weks Wrked in Past
Cal endar Year.” |s docunentation available on the creation of

this vari abl e?

A2: The valid skips occur in 1979-81, because of age
restrictions on sone work experience questions. Respondents who
wer e younger than 16 were not considered part of the |abor
force, so the survey did not collect conplete enpl oyer
information. Therefore, certain |abor status variables, such as
weeks wor ked, could not be created. Interested researchers
shoul d see the Age and Wrk Experience sections of the NLSY79

User's @uide for nore information.

@B: We are using the sanpling weight for conparisons involving
race/ethnicity. Wien wei ghted frequencies are run, however, the
resul ting nunbers seemtoo |large. Are the wei ghted nunbers
supposed to represent the overall youth population in the

country?

A3: Yes, the weighted frequencies allow for a representation of
t he national youth popul ati on. However, two inplied deci nmal

pl aces are included in the weights. For exanple, a weight of
457890 nmeans that the person represents 4,578.90 people, not

457, 890.
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Conpl eted NLS Research

The followng is a listing of recent research based on data from
the various NLS cohorts that has not appeared in its current
formin a previous issue of the NLS News. See the NLS Annot at ed
Bi bl i ography | ocated online at http://ww.chrr. ohio-

state.edu/nls-bib/ for a conprehensive listing.

Buchi nsky, Mdshe and Hunt, Jennifer. “Wage Mbility in the
United States.” Review of Economcs and Statistics Vol. 81,

No. 3, pp. 351-368, August 1999. [ NLSY79]

Cameron, Stephen V. and Heckman, James J. “The Dynam cs of
Educational Attainnent for Blacks, H spanics, and Wites.”
NBER Wor ki ng Paper No. 7249, National Bureau of Econom c

Research, July 1999. [NLSY79]

Eckstein, Zvi and Wbl pin, Kenneth |I. “Estimating the Effect of
Racial Discrimnation on First Job Wage Ofers.” Review of
Econom cs and Statistics Vol. 81, No. 3, pp. 384-392,

August 1999. [ NLSY79]

G aef e, Deborah Roenpke and Lichter, Daniel T. “Life Course

Transitions of Anerican Children: Parental Cohabitation,

31



Marriage, and Single Mtherhood.” Denography Vol. 36, No.

2, pp. 205-217, May 1999. [NLSY79, NLSY79 Chil dren]

Guo, Guang and VanWy, Leah K. “Sibship Size and Intellectual
Devel opnent: Is the Rel ati onship Causal ?” American
Soci ol ogi cal Review Vol. 64, No. 2, pp. 169-187, Apri

1999. [ NLSY79 Chil dren]

Haner mesh, Daniel S. "Changing Inequality in Markets for
Wor kpl ace Anenities.” Quarterly Journal of Econom cs Vol .

114, No. 4, pp. 1085-1124, 1999. [ NLSY79]

Kl epi nger, Daniel; Lundberg, Shelly; Plotnick, Robert. *How Does
Adol escent Fertility Affect the Human Capital and Wages of
Young Wonen?” Journal of Human Resources Vol. 34, No. 3,

pp. 421-448, Summer 1999. [ NLSY79]

Kowal eski - Jones, Lori and Duncan, Greg J. "The Structure of
Achi evenent and Behavi or across M ddle Chil dhood." Child
Devel opment Vol . 70, No. 4, pp. 930-943, July/August 1999.

[ NLSY79 Chi | dren]

A dham Geg R and Gordon, Benjamn |I. “Job Conplexity and
Enpl oyee Substance Use: The Moderating Effects of Cognitive
Ability.” Journal of Health and Soci al Behavior Vol. 40,

No. 3, pp. 290-306, Septenber 1999. [ NLSY79]
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AreYou Working With NL S Data?
If you are, we are interested in your work!

Have you received funding to sponsor a project using NL S data?
Are you working on a paper that uses NL S data?
Have you published a recent paper using NLS data?

If you have received funding on a project, are working on a paper, or published a recent
paper that uses NL S data, please contact: User Services, Center for Human Resource Research,
921 Chatham Lane, Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43221. Phone: (614) 442-7300; e-mail:
user svc@pewter .chrr.ohio-state.edu
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